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 1. President’s Report 主席會務報告 

I'm happy to let you know, after about five years of work, our Gazebo at the cemetery is about 
to be completed. (There only needs to be a finishing touch.) The Opening Day is set for 
the 30th of April at 10.30am. It will be opened by his Worship, the Mayor of Palmerston North. 
Other important guests will be present. 

我很高興地讓你知道，經過大約五年的工作，我們在公墓的涼亭即將完 
成（只需要一個精美的點睛。）開幕日訂于 4月30日上午10時30分。 將
由 Palmerston North 市長主持開幕和 其他出席的重要客人. 
 

This is the first Chinese Gazebo ever built at the cemetery in New Zealand. We are proud of 
our achievement. I like to thank all those people who have donated money and who have given 
their time to make this project successful. Special thanks to our Building Committee (which in-
cludes Gerald Wong, Tony Thackery, Len Joe, Willie Young, Allan Young, Ken  Wong and my-
self), our builder Brendan Welch, and Gordon Yan, our architect Tim Zhou and engineer Ste-
ven  Young. Also thanks to Committee Members and to others who have been involved but l 
have not mentioned. Thanks again. 

這是在新西蘭公墓建造的第一個中國涼亭。 我們為我們的成就感到自
豪。 我喜歡感謝所有那些捐款，並且花時間來使這個項目成功的人。 特
別感謝我們的建築委員會（包括 Gerald Wong，Tony Thackery，Len Joe，

Willie Young，Allan Young，Ken Wong 和我），我們的建築公司 Brendan 
Welch 和 Gordon Yan，我們的建築師 Tim Zhou 和工程師 Steven Young。 
還要感謝委員會成員和其他參與但我沒有提到的人。 再次感謝。 
 

After the opening, the Gazebo will be donated to the Palmerston North City Council. From that 
day on this Gazebo will be used by everybody and maintained by the City Council. 

開放後, 這凉亭将會捐贈給 Palmerston North City Council。 從那天起，
這個涼亭將被所有人使用並由市議會維護 
 

The program for the opening will be : 
Opening by His Worship the Mayor of Palmerston North Mr Grant Smith. 
After the opening, there  will be a pot luck lunch back at the Association Hall at about 12 noon. 
People can bring some food. Our association will provide some noodles, curry & rice. 
All our members & friends are welcome to attend. 

開幕節目將是： 
由 Palmerston North 市長 Grant Smith  主持開幕。 
開幕後，中午大約 12 點在華联會大廳會有自助午餐。各人可以帶些食物
到来。 我們華联會淮備些炒麵，咖哩和飯。 
我們歡迎所有會員和朋友們參加。 
Tom Young  楊贊圖 
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 2. FYI—Year of the Rooster 2017 

The Year of the Rooster is the 10th in the Chinese Year cycle       

following on from the Monkey. The years associated with the Year 

of the Rooster are 1909, 1921, 1933, 1945, 1957, 1969, 1981, 1993, 

and 2005. 

The characteristics of the Rooster Year are aligned with the Rooster 

personality which is feisty, tough, resilient, confident and strong 

willed. 

This year is the fire Rooster that adds great flamboyance. 

The Rooster people are proud, extroverted and theatrical. They are 

regarded as downright show offs with a tendency to strut a great 

deal. But to give them their due they are also honest and plain 

speaking. The Rooster will call a spade a spade. 

Rooster people are honest and like to put their cards on the table 

and they respect those who do the same. 

The Rooster loves mixing in society. They are a great success at 

social gatherings and can be the life and soul of any social occasion. 

Witty, amusing and entertaining. They have a tendency to be melo-

dramatic and enjoy playing the gallery. But they are immensely 

practical and logical. They are one of the most hardworking of all 

the signs, possess excellent power of discrimination and pay atten-

tion to detail. The adverse side is over punctiliousness and a ten-

dency to be fussy, pecking away at problems instead of sorting 

them. Others might find this nit picking tendency very irritating. 

The fire rooster (also applies to those born in 1957 now turning 60) 

can generally make a superb leader or manager in any fields. 

The Rooster has a fondness of sport and fitness as well as fighting 

to keep healthy. The Rooster can be prone to dramatic mood 

swings. 

They are house proud with remarkable organisational skills. Hy-

giene is of great importance. The Rooster has great talent in the fi-

nancial field and can give good advice to others. But when it comes 

to their own money they fit within one of 2 categories, either they 

love spending money and showering their friends with gifts or put-

ting it all in the bank and gleefully watch it grow.   

They are bossy, outspoken and tact is not an attribute. They have 

wide networks of contacts and have more acquaintances than 

friends. 

Despite an abrasive exterior the Rooster has a heart of gold. 

Their best friends will be those born in the Year of the Ox or Snake. 

Mortal enemies are those born in the Year of the Rabbit. 

Obviously the love life of the Rooster will be best found in those 

born in the Years of the Ox and Snake years and least liked will be 

those born in the Years of the Rat, Rabbit, Monkey and other roost-

ers. —Tony Thackery 



 3. Coming— Gazebo Opening 10.30am Sunday 30th April 2017 

Photos: Courtesy of   
Builder Brendan Welsh 

CHINESE GAZEBO OPENING – 30th APRIL 2017 

于本年四月三十日我們建在墓地的中國涼亭落成舉行開幕典禮 

The New Zealand Chinese Association – Manawatu Branch would like to invite you and your 
family to the Chinese Gazebo opening on Sunday the 30

th
 April 2017. Please be at the Gazebo 

Kelvin Grove Cemetery at 10.30am. 

于四月三十日星期日十時三十分,面那威滔華聯會邀請你和你的家人到来 

Kelvin Grove 参加開幕典禮. 

The official opening of the Chinese Gazebo, signing of the Memorandum of Understanding 
(MOU) and the unveiling of the plaque will occur at the Kelvin Grove Cemetery. 

由市政廳長主持中国凉亭正式开幕，签署谅解备忘录（MOU）及斑块的揭

幕在 Kelvin Grove 公墓. 

Following the official opening there will be a Potluck lunch at 12pm for the unveiling of the Chi-
nese Gazebo donors list at the Chinese Association Hall, 98 Napier Road,    Palmerston North. 
Please bring a plate of food to share. 

正式开幕完畢后大約十二時请囬到华联会有自助午餐,請各人带来些食物

以共分享, 同時并報告有関這中国凉亭捐助者名单. 



 4. Coming—Annual General Meeting Banquet Dinner 6pm 30th April 2017 

MCA Gazebo Opening and AGM Banquet Dinner 
 

Venue; Chinatown Restaurant 156 Cuba St. Palm Nth. 

        假座中國城酒家舉行本年華聨會大會鈙餐 
     Date;日期 30th April Sunday 6pm 四月三十日星期日下午六時 
 

   Menu;  菜單;  Chinese Fungus Soup with shredded Chicken  鸡丝雪耳湯                             
                           Barbecued Pork    明炉焼肉                      
                           Roast Duck    脆皮烧鸭                          
                        Sweet and Sour Blue Cod    松子鱼                    
                    King Prawns with Broccoli    青花炒虾球           
     Stir-fried Fishball with Seasonal Vegetables   鱼蛋炒时菜  

        Golden  Tofu in Malaysian Style    马拉黄金豆腐     

Chicken with Cashew Nuts in Potato Baskets  雀巢腰果鸡丁                                          
Stir fried Seasonal Chinese Vegetables       炒唐菜                 

              Steam Rice  白飯           *            Soft drinks  飲品  
 

      Dinner Cost;  $32 each          餐價每位  三十二元        

        Available;  Aidan or Gerald Wong    Phone; 35 62214       

      定票;   黃朝與  或 黃志湖   電話 ;   三五 六二二一四             
                 @   233  Broadway  Avenue  Palmerston North              

            Tom Young  Phone;   35 71299.     Mobil ; 294 990888       
         楊贊圖  電話;   三五七一二九九.     手机; 二九四九九O八八八   
  

 Food for Sale:  Traditional kiln fired Chinese Roast Pork明炉焼肉                                                             

Fishball & Fish Egg Rolls 魚丸和魚昼捲  

 4b. MCA Annual General Meeting—Nominations 

Manawatu Chinese Association is looking for nominations for the Committee. We need more 

young people and more ladies in particular to come on board! If you believe that you can con-

tribute to the MCA then let us know so that you can be nominated as well. A strong MCA 

needs a strong committee. Being a committee member is not onerous. It needs attendance to 

most monthly Committee Meetings. –Tony 



 5. Report—Strategic Planning 

Last September 2016 , we embarked on a strategic planning and strategic management review 
of MCA with the help of Professor Alex Chu. Here is summary thus far ... 

We established for MCA ... 

MISSION STATEMENT    

Leading the Chinese in the Manawatu into the future  

LONG TERM VISION AND GOAL  

MCA to be the go-to Chinese organisation in Manawatu 

MCA To be VISIBLE, VIABLE, VITAL and RELEVANT  

OBJECTIVES & ACTIVITIES 

There was a revamping of all the SUBCOMMITTEES into 4 main subcommittees;  

1. Finance - Chair Aidan  

2. Human Resource  IT , membership - Chair Allan  

3. Facilities (Hall and assets ) - Chair Patrick  

4. Events - Chair Fu Guang  

Each of the subcomittees have objectives and are currently working on action plans for the 
coming year.  

Incorporated into the action plans will be the results of feedback from the survey asking mem-
bers what they wanted from MCA and ways to improve the association. 

It will be a gradual process but hopefully you will see some meaningful changes in the next 
year or so. 

Allan Young 

            Comments from Guests attending the MCA mid Autumn Festival Dinner (18 Sept 2016) 

 Cantonese Classes 

 Cultural Activities 

 Dinners – Must retain the large dinners. 

 More opportunity to learn/how process of roasting 

 More family/families get together 

 New Basketball Nets 

 Youth Club 

 Chinese Cooking Classes 

 Manawatu Chinese Association should diversify its member to younger generation 

i.e. younger family/families 

 Much of the attendees doesn’t understand much “ENGLISH” so a translation is      

recommended (Cantonese & Mandarin) – unite everyone as “CHINESE”. 

 It should include more locals - making it cross-cultural events 

 Chinese Movie Night – provide phamplets with lines from the film/ translation or 

use subtitles. 

 Chinese videogames e.g. Black Desert online (free week demo) 



 

 “Wonderful atmosphere, great food! Excellent company, but I would like to hear 

more of the Chinese language spoken especially in greetings and formal speeches. 

Thank you for a wonderful evening. Whitiora Paternes. 

 

 Wi fi in the hall 

 Construct more rooms for Chinese classes 

 Purchase Traditional Chinese costumes for older children in Chinese school 

 

 Alan Young for Head Cook 

 Alan Young for President 

 Alan Young for Treasurer ……….from Alan Young ??? 

 

 Consider linking to groups of students coming to Massey for short periods 

 More Gatherings 

 Look after old people 

 More roast pigs 

 Create a facebook page for the Manawatu Chinese Association 

 Have more Chinese dinners to raise profile of the MCA in the Palmerston North 

community 

 Contribute towards  Chinese community and other community/ies 

 Be proud of culture & community 

 Provide visits to other Chinese branches, visit other members, reinforce the friends 

and family, especially regards to baby boomers in the 60+ years age…….with 

many spending their entire lives in gardening/fruit shops etc, they have nothing 

else to do….. don’t want them to 

 be lonely. 

 Write to members of the Chinese community groups, ask them to come to our 

committee monthly meetings – intro and discussion. 

 Change the mindset of takeaway families ( with children) to help and participate 

in events – come to MCA meetings, brief talk etc……. cuppa tea and food  



 6. Manawatu Aged Chinese 

 7.  Report—Property Maintenance  

With increased usage and activity in our hall, the commercial cleaners couldn’t dedicate the 
time to keep it clean and tidy. We therefore cancelled the cleaners and hired Sin Tai as care-
taker/cleaner for the hall on a more regular basis. 
There was a great turnout for the working bee we had on Saturday 12th Feb. A lot of junk was 
cleared out from the kitchen and storage area. New space was created for the Chinese School. 
Many thanks to the volunteers who helped on that morning. 
Patrick Ngan 

 8. Report Palmerston North Chinese School 

Saturday Tai Chi Classes 
8.30am-9.30am –starting Saturday 
9th September. Beginners and ex-
perienced all welcome. 
The classes will include Tai chi, 
Tai chi fan, Tai chi sword. 
 
Mahjong for Beginners 
Sessions are held on the first and 
third Monday of each month 
from 9.am -12noon. 
Male and female players welcome 
to attend 
 
Manawatu Chinese Association 
Fund Raising Drive 
Roast pork buns - $15 packet 
Red bean buns - $15 packet 
Available at Association Hall 
every MONDAY. 
 
Kam Ling 

MCA Chinese Moon Festival at the PNCC Library on Saturday 17 Sept 2016 2.30-5.00pm 

Three weeks between Saturday 10 Sept and Sun 2 Oct 2016 the PN Chinese School and NZCA 
Manawatu, along with other local Chinese organisations came together to ‘Celebrating Chinese 
Culture’ by combining Chinese Language Week with the Moon Festival. It started with a Moon 
Festival Show at the Regent Theatre but most if not all the other events and activities were held 
at the PNCC Library. 

Mid programme on Saturday 17 September between 2.30pm-5pm the PN Chinese School did 
themselves proud with an excellent presentation of celebrating Chinese Language and Moon 
Festival. They began with formalities with a word from Dr. Mingshu Cao, a Trustee of the 
PNCS who welcomed those present and informed us the school started in 2005. Uncle George 
performed the Lion Eye Dotting Ceremony to symbolically wake up the new lion – a suitable 
size for the children. Allan Young spoke on behalf of the NZCA Manawatu and gave an under-
standing of the origin and significance of the lion and the lion eye dotting ritual. He thanked 
Uncle George who is 95 years old and an ONZM recipient for his loyal and helpful service to 
NZCA and the wider community – who have typically assimilated and retained their cultural 
identity. The PNCS provides spoken and written Chinese teaching and he commended them  



saying it was a master stroke to combine 
Language Week with Mid Autumn Fes-
tival collaborating with other Ma-
nawatu Chinese organisations with 
PNCC Funding. 

PNCS invited two Guest Speakers, the 
first was Prof. Cynthia White, Professor 
in Applied Linguistics at Massey. She 
began congratulating the organisers for 
their achievement – a rich constellation 
of events celebrating Chinese language 
and culture and ….what it means to the 
Manawatu. Cynthia recounted her ex-
perience when she went to Wuhan 
China to teach English for six months in 
1983. Thirty years ago it was seen as a 
risk and she recalled having to give 
many talks about her visit because it 
was rare thing to do. Now we see a lin-
guistic change where we can see Chi-
nese people and Chinese in library col-
lections and internet video (you-tube) 
here in PN. She advised the children 
participating not to be nervous because 
they were taking part in an important 
event of mutual understanding of com-
munity. 

Dr Gilliam Skyme, Senior Lecturer at 
Massey introduced her speech in Chi-
nese and continued in English. She does 
research on teaching and learning Chi-
nese in PN. She has asked why Chinese 
and NZers want to speak Chinese? She 
tells us Chinese parents do not want to 
give away their language and they want 
their children to speak Chinese.  NZers 
just want to learn about Chinese culture 
and speak Chinese. For Gillian she loves 
it – an awesome and amazing journey. 
About the future, China will be very 
much part of NZers and citizens of PN 
as we enter into relationship with them. 
Gillian expressed disappointment not 
all schools offer Chinese. Congratula-
tions to those who have, Yr 7 and Yr 8 at 
Carncot, Freyberg Yr 9 (next year) and 
PN Intermediate. She feels all other 
schools need to offer opportunities and 
recognise Chinese as learning educa-
tion. 

The children put on an entertaining 
show of speeches, poems, song and 
dance really well organised by the 
teachers, trustees and parents for us all 
to enjoy. RT 

Lion Eye Dotting Ceremony 

MCA Lion Dance Troupe 

Introduction—Dr. Minshu Cao 

Welcome—Allan Young 

Cynthia White and Gillian Skyme    Audience at the PNCC Library      

It’s a Cheerful Day Beginner’s Class 

Crosstalk Dance—Red Lanterns 

L to R: Jiayi Lu, Lan Zhao, Performance Judge Ms Tianshu Dong, 
Gillian, Cynthia and Dr. Mingshu Cao. Thanks to all concerned; 
Teachers, Organisers, Parents and Children. 



End of Year Function— 
Prize giving 10th December 2016 

Christmas Parade  Sun 4th Dec 2016 

Lion Dance at  Massey  University  
Graduation 
 5.15pm Friday 25 Nov 2016 

Introduction 

The Lion Dance Troupe 
and some students from the 
PNCS participated in the 
annual Palmerston North 
Christmas Parade. The 
MCA float was awarded the 
second-best float in the 
community groups. Special 
thanks to Kerry for organiz-
ing the truck and putting up 
the decorations around the 
float.  

Activities organized/participated since last report 

Moon Festival at the Library, 17th Sept 2016 
One of the highlights of PNCS achievements in 
2016 was the mid-autumn celebration held at PN 
city library on the 17th September. The VIP 
guests attending the event included Prof. Cynthia 
White, deputy vice-chancellor, College of Hu-
manities and Social Sciences, Massey University, 
and  Dr Gillian Skyrme from Massey University, 
and Dr Allan Young, vice president, Manawatu 
Chinese Association (MCA). The event attracted a 
large audience with various ethnic backgrounds. 
We received a lot of praises about the event, from 
the high quality of students’ performance to the 
professionalism of our staff in organizing the 
event. Well done every student from the school. 
You make us proud! We would like to thank all 
the teachers who have done a terrific job! We 
thank all of you who helped organising the event, 
Mr Jian Xu, Mrs Xing Mao, Mrs Jun Ying Ye, 
and Mrs Yi Bing He. 
Moon Festival Celebration, 10th Sept 2016 
Invited by the Massey University PN Chinese  
Students and Scholars Association, the dance class 
performed for the Moon Festival Celebration held 
at the Regent Theatre on 10th September 2016. 

Fu Guang Cao 



 9. Report—Manawatu Multicultural Council 

FoC 3rd-5th March 2017  Advertising  

  <— Photo: stuff.co.nz 

Palmerston North Chinese School (PNCS) 

is an incorporated charitable organisation 

with a mission to teach Chinese language 

and promote Chinese culture. PNCS is open 

to everyone who is interested in learning the 

language and culture. You are welcome to 

visit our school! 

Date and time: Saturday afternoons (during 

school terms)   

Mandarin Lessons 

Folk dance Lessons 

Chinese Art Lessons 

Venue: 98 Napier Road, PN             

(Manawatu Chinese Association) 

Contact: Dr Fu – Guang Cao 02102456742;   

06– 356931 

Source: Moon Festival at the Library Programme 2016 

MMC Council 2016-17 
President: Meriam Findlay 
Vice-President: Priyani de Silva—Currie 
Treasurer: Aidan Wong 
Committee Members: Angela Joblin, Kam Ling  
and Nirmala Nand 
 
Photo l to r : Meriam Findlay, ????, Nirmala 
Nand, Aidan Wong, Mayette Maling-Cope, Ramon 
Herrera, Kam Ling Ng, ????.  

It has been a busy few months for the Manawatu Multicultural Council (MMC) with lots of 
events and activities held. The MMC are continually running events and I would like to invite 
the Chinese community to be involved with these events. If you are interested, please check out 
their website (www.mmcnz.org.nz) if you would like to be involved. 
Some of the more popular events held:  
 Festival of Cultures – MOU &  Multiclothes for Multipeople Fashion Parade 14 Sept 2016 
 Manawatu Multicultural Annual Dinner 4 November 2016 
 MMC Picnic in the Esplanade on 12 February 2017 
 
In addition to these events, there are regular weekly events which run at the MMC at Hancock 
Community House, 77-85 King St, Palmerston North (06) 3581572. 
If you would like to attend any of these, please pop along. 
 Opening Hours - 9.30am – 4pm 
 Afternoon English Conversation Group - Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday 

from    1-3pm. 

http://www.mmcnz.org.nz


 10. Pre—Festival of Cultures—Talk by Helene Wong 1 March 2017  

On Wednesday 1 March, Spencer and I went along to the PNCC Library to hear Helene Wong speak and 
it was an opportunity for Spencer to meet his long lost cousin! Surprisingly there was a large turnout for 
PN. Gillian Skyme from the Linguistic Department at Massey University was the facilitator. Helene was 
the guest of honour from Auckland and 2 other local ladies, Tessa Ma’auga and Ute Walker joined her. 
Each shared their journey of their heritage and this was followed by a thought provoking discussion from 
the panel about  racialism, ‘recycled prejudice’, multiculturalism and the benefits of having or learning 
more than one language. 

When Helene was young she learnt to suppress racial taunting and teasing by ignoring it and remaining 
silent. Then there was a period of assimilation in NZ when a majority culture helped Chinese to be less of  

Forum: Tessa Ma’auga, Ute Walker  & Helene Wong  

 Morning English Conversation Group – Monday 10am – 12pm. 
 Beginners Conversation Group - Tuesday, Thursday & Friday 10am – 12pm. 
 Multicultural Arts & Crafts Group – Friday 1-3pm. 
 Shared Lunch at the Centre – Friday 12pm – 1pm. 
 Multicultural Women’s group – 2nd Friday of the month 1-3pm. 
 Newcomers Coffee Morning – 3rd Wednesday of the month. 10am-12pm 
 Newcomers Potluck dinner – Last Friday of the month at 6pm. 
Aidan Wong MCA Manawatu Multicultural Representative 



 11. For the Record—Uncle George’s Luncheon in the Hall 15 August 2016 

A luncheon was held on Monday 15th August 2016 for Uncle George. Many people from the 
Chinese Community came along, a testament to the love, honour and respect we have for Un-
cle George. Family and friends of the Association contributed towards a generous lunch for 
Uncle George and everyone to enjoy. On behalf of the Association, Tom summed up Uncle 
George’s contribution to the Association and presented him with a gift. Uncle George’s daugh-
ter Janet explained why Uncle George wanted to see everyone and Uncle George thanked eve-
ryone for coming along and wished us all the best. It was a special occasion for us all to be in 
the company of Uncle George. RT 

Uncle George 

Presently Helene is involved in an exhibition at the Auckland War Memorial Museum called, ‘Being 
Chinese in Aotearoa: a Photographic Journey.’ It celebrates 175 years of Chinese life in NZ in photo-
graphs. Helene and Ant Sang, a comic book artist (bro’Town) have created 12 A1 size Contemporary 
Artwork display to attract another audience; family and children to the exhibition. The exhibition runs to 
March 2018 so if you are in Auckland do pop in! RT 

 华夏人与长白云故乡 Being Chinese in Aotearoa: A photographic journey 
     Sainsbury Horrocks Gallery, Level 2 , Auckland Museum. Free with Museum entry. 

a target.  Helene went into public service successfully and interestingly what excited the press was her  
being the only woman of seven on the PM Advisory Council, no mention of her being Chinese.  In 1980 
circumstances allowed Helene to take her parents into China where she was confronted with her Chinese 
identity. Thereafter she sought to learn more about her Chinese culture. She left Public Service and went 
with her husband overseas, pursued study, theatre, writing and the like. 
In 1987 the NZ Immigration Policy changed and with an influx of new immigrants, the press likened it 
to an ‘Asian Invasion’. This term made the local Chinese question whether we had been accepted. It 
made us angry with the new Chinese. Racialism had revived itself. This time though, Chinese could 
stand up and say something about it. Helene did things like scriptwriting for the film ‘Illustrious En-
ergy’. In the mid 90s she directed  a documentary called ‘Footprint of a Dragon’. Later in 2016 she had 
her memoirs published in her book ‘Being Chinese: A New Zealander’s Story.’ 



 12. For the Record—MCA Mid Autumn Festival Dinner 18 September 2016 

Mid autumn Festival is always held on the 15th day of the 8th month of the Chinese Calendar 
and this year 2016 it was set on Thursday 15th September on our calendar in which the MCA 
celebrated on Sunday 18th September with a banquet dinner at Chinatown Restaurant. Spe-
cially invited guests were Councillor Susan Baty and Tangi Utikere who represented the Palm-
erston North City Council . Their presence may have made us aware of the upcoming local 
elections and encouraged the Chinese Community to get out and vote in the local body elec-
tions. 

The evening started with an ever enthusiastic lion dance and MC Tony Thackery introducing 
the evening . With the absence of Tom Young Vice–President Allan Young spoke above noise 
of 19 tables. Points to note; 

a) This Mid Autumn Dinner was the first outside of the Hall. Henry and Rosie have in the past 
been helping with the dinners in the hall. They would prepare in the morning and afternoon 
and cook lunch for the helpers on a Saturday. Then they would cook three hundred quality 
meals the following night – no mean feat. Unfortunately we will miss the community and     
social spirit of setting the tables, taking the dishes out and cleaning up. On behalf of the NZCA 
Manawatu, Allan presented Henry and Rosie with a plague as a token of our appreciation. 
They have been wonderful volunteers. 

b) We are after volunteers. We are revamping with a Strategic Plan and looking for change. 
Allan asked each table to contribute three ways in which the Association could do better. We 
were all given paper and pen to write our ideas  and collected afterwards. 

c) The update on the Gazebo was about being completed and opened in February next year. 

d) Thanks for those who helped in organising the dinner – Aidan organising the tickets and 
tables, those who prepared the Barbecued Pork, Angela with the Raffle Prizes, Fu Guang and 
Jia Yi organising 2 lions in 2 days (and who also put on a wonderful event yesterday at the li-
brary) and Christine and Frankie for putting the lanterns up adding to the atmosphere. RT 

Allan presenting gifts to Rosie and Henry 



 13. For the Record—MCA Chinese New Year 6pm Sunday 29 January 2017 

 13b. FYI—Why Do the Lions Eat and Spit Lettuce? 

Our two lions ushered in Chinese New Year with dancing, eating/spitting lettuce leaves and 
unscrolling a Happy New Year sign to the 19 tables present at the restaurant. This marked the 
Year of the Rooster and Tony quickly read out the characteristics of those born during this time 
period. Tom on behalf of the Assoc welcomed and thanked everyone for coming to celebrate 
Chinese New Year. He thanked our sponsors who have given prizes in particular New World, 
Davis Trading and ANZ for their rooster moneyboxes . He also thanked individuals who do-
nated priizes. In fact on this occasion we had many prize winners, one person picking up at 
least 5 and her hubby the 6th prize! Tom mentioned Assoc. members and thanked unsung he-
roes like Gerald for his work with the accounts, Tony with legal work and Henry and Rosie 
who continue with a lot of input. Regarding the Gazebo, it is on its final stage and the opening 
is on the Mon 10th April, around the same time as Ching Ming (Wed 5th April). He thanked 
those who donated money for the project. He asked those who had donated to check their 
names in his folder because these names will be on a board at the Assoc Hall. Tom popped in a 
little word for the Assoc selling Pork Buns (Char Sui Bow) at $1.50 each – a very good buy. 
These can be picked up on Monday morning from the Assoc Hall. Tom wished us good health, 
good luck and a happy new year. He summarised his talk in Chinese before we shared another 
enjoyable Chinese meal together. For those wondering why MCA did not roast pigs this time 
around was because of a fire ban we were not sure about. RT 

Why Do the Lions Eat Lettuce? 

Lettuce is the staple food of lions in Southern Chinese Lion Dancing.  The reason for this, as is common 

with symbolic foods in Chinese culture, the phonetic associations of the word "lettuce" in Chinese. "Sang 

Coi" (cantonese) is an adjective-noun construction which literally means "raw vegetables". However, the 

character (Sang) which means "raw" can also mean "to produce" or "to create".  By changing the tone of 

the second character (Coi), we can get the meaning "wealth"; and so we now have a verb-object construc-

tion meaning "to get rich" (as in goon he faat ‘choi’). Thus the Chinese word for "lettuce" sounds almost 

identical to the construction "to get rich", with the exception of a tone change on one of the characters. 

A different way to address lettuce in Chinese is "Ceng", here as a noun meaning "greens". This character 

also sounds just like "Qing" of the Qing Dynasty.  As many people at the time were opposed to the Man-

churians being in power, spitting out greens took on a new meaning, "Faan Ceng Fuk Ming" or "resist the 

Qing Dynasty and revive the Ming Dynasty." 

Another favourite food of the Chinese lion is the Onion, "Cung", which is a homophone of another charac-

ter meaning "wisdom". 

Therefore, because the lion has the potential to bring wealth and wisdom to anyone who invites it to do so, 

the Chinese regard the lion as an omen of good luck.  

Source: http://shaolinhunggarkungfu.com/lettuce_meaning.htm 

http://shaolinhunggarkungfu.com/lettuce_meaning.htm


Sender: NZCA Manawatu Branch, 98 Napier Road, P.O. Box 221, Palmerston North, NZ.  

 14. NZCA Easter Tournament 14-17th April 2017 

 15. NZCA Education Awards Applications due 30th April 2017 

Secondary School Students who have excelled in their 2016 examination results are invited to apply for 
the appropriate NZCA National Certificate of Education Achievement Awards as summarised below; 

a) NCEA (Level 1) or IB (MYP) or CIE (IGCSE Level) –  $250 to 5 students 

b) NCEA (Level 2) or IB (DP) or CIE (AS Level) – $250 to 5 students 

c) NCEA (Level 3) or IB (DP) or CIE (A or AS Levels) –$250 to 5 students 

d) NZCA Tertiary Scholarship Awards NZQA Scholarship or IB (DP) or CIE (A or AS Levels)  – $750 
to 3 students 

e) NZCA (Level 3 Chinese) Chinese Award  – $250 to a student 

Terms and Conditions apply and applications are due by 30 April 2017. If anyone is interested please 
contact Aidan Wong for Application forms as soon as possible. Email Address: aidan@greer-
wong.co.nz 

This year the Easter Tournament is hosted by Canterbury and is therefore held in Christchurch. The   

Manawatu Branch has not entered in any events on this occasion. 

 16. NZCA Winter Camp 2017 departs 26th November 2017 

Departs 26th November with options for extended stay in Hong Kong or further travel within 

China. All persons aged 18-29 years are eligible. Minimum 10 persons. Explore and discover 

your roots and cultural heritage through visits to your ancestral homes and villages. China has 

undergone many changes since the first Winter Camp was held over 30 years ago. Spend time 

viewing the changes in the ‘new’ China, yet enjoying the historic sights of ‘old’ China. Register 

your interests now. For more information contact Virginia Chong 021 982 726 

vchong@ihug.co.nz. 


